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This document provides an update of UK Country Guidance case law, UK Home Office publications and 
developments in refugee producing countries (focusing on those which generate the most asylum seekers in 
the UK) between 7 February and 20 February 2017.  
 
Ctrl + click the hyperlinked text to access the documents  
 
 

Legal Update 
 
No UK Country Guidance cases were promulgated in the reporting period. 

 
 

UK Home Office Publications Update  
 
Afghanistan 
UK Home Office, Country Policy and Information Note, Afghanistan: Hindus and Sikhs, 9 February 
2017 
 
Liberia 
UK Home Office, Country Policy and Information Note, Liberia: Sexual orientation and gender 
identity, 10 February 2017 
 
Zimbabwe 
UK Home Office, Country Policy and Information Note, Zimbabwe: Women fearing gender-based 
harm or violence, 14 February 2017 
UK Home Office, Country Policy and Information Note, Zimbabwe: Prison conditions, 14 February 
2017  
 

 
Country News and Publications 

 
Afghanistan 
Radio Free Europe, Grenade Attack On Afghan Home Kills 11 Members Family, 20 February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, ICRC Calls For Immediate Release Of Abducted Workers In Afghanistan, 18 
February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, Six Killed, 20 Wounded By Taliban Suicide Bomber In Helmand Province, 11 
February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, Deadly Suicide Bombing In Eastern Afghanistan, 8 February 2017 
 
Albania 
Radio Free Europe, Albanian Protesters Converge On Tirana, Demand Resignation Of Prime Minister, 
19 February 2017 
Human Rights Watch dispatches, Albanian Courts Asked to Recognize Same-Sex Partnerships, 8 
February 2017 
 
Algeria 
Amnesty International campaigns, Further Information: Algerian Journalist Hassan Bouras Released, 
10 February 2017 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/590778/AFG_-_Sikhs_and_Hindus_-_CPIN_-_v3_1__February_2017_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/591058/Liberia_-_SOGI_-_CPIN_-_v2_0__February_2017_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/591058/Liberia_-_SOGI_-_CPIN_-_v2_0__February_2017_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/591667/Zimbabwe_-_Women_and_gender-based_violence_-_CPIN_-_v2_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/591667/Zimbabwe_-_Women_and_gender-based_violence_-_CPIN_-_v2_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/590858/Zimbabwe_-_Prison_Conditions_-_CPIN_-_v2_0__February_2017_.pdf
http://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-grenade-attack-11-dead/28320236.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-red-cross-wants-workers-freed/28317538.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-helmand-lashkar-gah-suicide-car-bombing/28303813.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-deadly-suicide-bombing-paktia/28297841.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/albania-socialists-opposition-democrats-basha-rama/28318037.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/08/albanian-courts-asked-recognize-same-sex-partnerships
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde28/5570/2017/en/


Amnesty International research, Algeria: Court To Decide Fate Of Protesters Arrested For Calling For 
A Health Clinic In Tamanrasset, 10 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Further Information: Algeria: Journalist Mohamed Tamalt Dies In 
Detention, 10 February 2017 
 
Bangladesh 
Human Rights Watch dispatches, Girls’ Rights Hang in the Balance in Bangladesh, 17 February 2017 
OHCHR press release, Cox’s Bazar: UN Special Rapporteur on Myanmar to visit Bangladesh – 20 to 23 
February, 17 February 2017 
Human Rights Watch news, Bangladesh: Stop Persecuting Unions, Garment Workers, 15 February 
2017 
Human Rights Watch news, Bangladesh: Reject Rohingya Refugee Relocation Plan, 8 February 2017 
 
Burma/Myanmar 
Joint NGO Letter, Joint Ngo Letter To The UN Secretary-General On The Situation In Myanmar's 
Rakhine State, 16 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Myanmar: Further Information: Still No Information On Hundreds 
Missing Rohingya, 15 February 2017 
Amnesty International news, Myanmar: Suspend copper mine linked to ongoing human rights 
abuses, 10 February 2017 
 
China 
International Federation for Human Rights open letter, China: NGOs urge governments to speak out 
on human rights violations, 17 February 2017 
Radio Free Asia, China Sees Rising Number of Rights Activists Charged With Political 'Crimes', 16 
February 2017 
Radio Free Asia, Chinese Activist Stands Trial For Subversion Over 'Xitler' T-Shirt, 15 February 2017 
 
China-Tibet 
Radio Free Asia, Tibetan Protester Detained, Missing in Serthar, 16 February 2017 
 
China-Xinjiang 
Radio Free Asia, Eight Die, Five Injured in Xinjiang Knife Attack: Reports, 15 February 2017 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
OHCHR press release, Zeid calls for immediate halt to DRC killings, 20 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Democratic Republic Of Congo: Further Information: Lucha Activist 
Released Without Charge: Musasa Tshibanda, 14 February 2017 
IRIN News, Who pays the hidden price for Congo’s conflict-free minerals?, 14 February 2017 
OHCHR press release, UN child rights experts issue findings on the Democratic Republic of Congo, 8 
February 2017 
 
Egypt 
Amnesty International news, Shutdown of renowned torture rehabilitation centre in Egypt, 9 
February 2017 
Human Rights Watch news, Egypt: Workers Charged over Protests, 9 February 2017 
 
Ethiopia 
Human Rights Watch news, Ethiopia: Dams, Plantations a Threat to Kenyans, 14 February 2017 
Amnesty International research, Ethiopia: Draconian State Of Emergency Measures, 10 February 
2017 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde28/5672/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde28/5672/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde28/5574/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde28/5574/2017/en/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/17/girls-rights-hang-balance-bangladesh
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21197&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21197&LangID=E
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/15/bangladesh-stop-persecuting-unions-garment-workers
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/08/bangladesh-reject-rohingya-refugee-relocation-plan
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa16/5739/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa16/5739/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa16/5689/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa16/5689/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/myanmar-suspend-copper-mine-linked-to-ongoing-human-rights-abuses/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/myanmar-suspend-copper-mine-linked-to-ongoing-human-rights-abuses/
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/china-ngos-urge-governments-to-speak-out-on-human-rights-violations
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/china-ngos-urge-governments-to-speak-out-on-human-rights-violations
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/china-sees-rising-numbeer-of-rights-activists-charged-with-political-crimes-02162017111650.html
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/teeshirt-trial-02152017123713.html
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/missing-02162017143919.html
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/eight-die-five-injured-in-xinjiang-knife-attack-reports-02152017152530.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21205&LangID=E
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr62/5660/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr62/5660/2017/en/
http://www.irinnews.org/investigations/2017/02/14/who-pays-hidden-price-congo%E2%80%99s-conflict-free-minerals
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21154&LangID=E
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/shutdown-of-renowned-torture-rehabilitation-centre-in-egypt/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/09/egypt-workers-charged-over-protests
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/14/ethiopia-dams-plantations-threat-kenyans
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr25/5669/2017/en/


Gambia 
Human Rights Watch dispatches, Gambia Rejoins ICC, 10 February 2017 
IRIN News, Can Barrow deliver on the promise of a “New Gambia”?, 8 February 2017 
 
Iran 
Human Rights Watch news, Iran: Slain Protester’s Mother Arrested, 16 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Further Information: Iran: Man Arrested At 17 Faces Imminent 
Execution: Hamid Ahmadi, 13 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Iranian Academic Could Be Sentenced To Death: Dr Ahmadreza 
Djalali, 7 February 2017 
 
Iraq 
Amnesty International campaigns, Iraq: Sentenced To Death Based On 'Confessions': Mahmoud Tale’ 
Nayef And Taleb Tale’ Nayef, 20 February 2017 
Human Rights Watch news, Iraq: Sunni Women Tell of ISIS Detention, Torture, 20 February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, U.S. Defense Secretary Confident On Mosul Liberation Battle, 20 February 2017 
Human Rights Watch news, Iraq: Looting, Destruction by Forces Fighting ISIS, 16 February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, Islamic State Claims Baghdad Car Bombing In Shi’ite Neighborhood, At Least 45 
Killed, 16 February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, Deadly Clashes In Baghdad Between Police, Sadr Supporters, 11 February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, Blasts Kill At Least 10, Wound 33 In Iraq, 10 February 2017 
 
Israel/OPT 
Amnesty International research, Israel/Opt: Israel Must Repeal The Discriminatory Citizenship And 
Entry Into Israel Law, 19 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Israel/Opt: Palestinian Boy's Administrative Order Renewed: 
Ahmad Azmi Abdurrahman Hanatsheh, 14 February 2017 
 
Kenya 
OHCHR press release, UN experts urge Kenya to end crackdown on rights groups to ensure fair 
elections, 14 February 2017 
Amnesty International news, Kenya: Historic ruling blocks closure of Dadaab refugee camp, 9 
February 2017 
Amnesty International news, Kenya: End media crackdown and allow British journalist to return, 8 
February 2017 
 
Libya 
Joint NGO Letter, Joint Ngo Letter: The Human Rights Council Should Establish The Mandate Of An 
Independent Expert On Libya, 10 February 2017 
OHCHR press release, UN Chiefs call for international solidarity to address migrant and refugee flows 
in Libya, 10 February 2017 
 
North Korea 
Human Rights Watch news, North Korea: End Rampant Forced Child Labor, 13 February 2017 
 
Pakistan 
Radio Free Europe, Pakistan Shuts Another Border Crossing After Shrine Massacre, 18 February 2017 
International Crisis Group report, Pakistan: Stoking the Fire in Karachi, 15 February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, Explosions Kill At Least Seven In Northwestern Pakistan, 15 February 2017 
Human Rights Watch news, Pakistan: Mass Forced Returns of Afghan Refugees, 13 February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, Gunmen Shoot Dead Member Of Pakistani TV Crew In Karachi, 13 February 2017 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/17/gambia-rejoins-icc
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2017/02/08/can-barrow-deliver-promise-%E2%80%9Cnew-gambia%E2%80%9D
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/16/iran-slain-protesters-mother-arrested
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5680/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5680/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5632/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5632/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde14/5722/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde14/5722/2017/en/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/20/iraq-sunni-women-tell-isis-detention-torture
http://www.rferl.org/a/28321003.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/16/iraq-looting-destruction-forces-fighting-isis
http://www.rferl.org/a/baghdad-car-bomb-shi-ite-islamic-state/28313920.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/baghdad-car-bomb-shi-ite-islamic-state/28313920.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/iraq-deadly-clashes-baghdad-al-sadr-police-/28304215.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/iraq-suicide-blasts-mosul-baghdad/28302863.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5737/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5737/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5619/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5619/2017/en/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21172&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21172&LangID=E
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/kenya-historic-ruling-blocks-closure-of-dadaab-refugee-camp/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/kenya-end-media-crackdown-and-allow-british-journalist-to-return/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/5731/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/5731/2017/en/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21166&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21166&LangID=E
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/13/north-korea-end-rampant-forced-child-labor
http://www.rferl.org/a/pakistan-closes-another-afghanistan-border-crossing-sufi-shrine-attack/28317441.html
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/284-pakistan-stoking-the-fire-in-karachi.pdf
http://www.rferl.org/a/pakistan-suicide-attack-northwestern-pakistan-kills-four/28310576.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/13/pakistan-mass-forced-returns-afghan-refugees
http://www.rferl.org/a/pakistan-karachi-attack-tv-crew-shot/28306248.html


Russia 
Human Rights Watch news, Russia: Broken Promises for Investigations, 19 February 2017 
Human Rights Watch news, Russia: Government vs. Rights Groups, 14 February 2017 
Amnesty International news, Russia: Court offers ‘chink of light’ in case brought by jailed protester 
Ildar Dadin, 10 February 2017 
Amnesty International news, Russia: Domestic violence law puts women at greater risk, 8 February 
2017 
 
Somalia 
UNICEF press release, World must act now to save lives in Somalia, U.N. agencies warn, 17 February 
2017 
 
South Sudan 
OHCHR press release, UN human rights experts call for crimes in South Sudan conflict to be 
investigated by independent international body, 17 February 2017 
 
Sri Lanka 
OHCHR press release, UN Committee to review Sri Lanka’s record on women’s rights, 15 February 
2017 
 
Sudan 
Human Rights Watch news, Sudan: Urgent Concern for Rights Defender on Hunger Strike Over 
Unlawful Detention, 14 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Sudan: Further Information: One Freed, Heavy Sentences For 
Three Others, 9 February 2017 
OHCHR press release, Sudan: UN Independent Expert to follow up on recommendations by the UN 
human rights system, 8 February 2017 
 
Syria 
Human Rights Watch news, Syria: Coordinated Chemical Attacks on Aleppo, 13 February 2017 
Amnesty International research, Syria: Human Slaughterhouse: Mass Hangings And Extermination At 
Saydnaya Prison, Syria, 7 February 2017 
 
Turkey 
Radio Free Europe, Car Bomb In Southeast Turkey Kills Child, Wounds 15, 17 February 2017 
Amnesty International action, Turkey: release imprisoned journalists and other media workers., 16 
February 2017 
Amnesty International news, EU: Human rights cost of refugee deal with Turkey too high to be 
replicated elsewhere, 14 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Turkey: Further Information: Activist Still Held Despite Rejected 
Indictment: Barbaros Şansal, 8 February 2017 
 

Ukraine  
Human Rights Watch news, Ukraine: Dangers, Unnecessary Delays at Crossing Points, 17 February 
2017 
Radio Free Europe, Three Ukrainian Soldiers Killed In Donbas Fighting, 17 February 2017 
Radio Free Europe, Rights Groups Condemn Trial Of Crimean Journalist Critical Of Russia, 16 February 
2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Ukraine: Further Information: Two Activists Released From 
Detention: Seroe Fioletovoe And Viktoriya Miroshnichenko, 15 February 2017 
OHCHR press release, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women reviews the 
situation of women in Ukraine, 14 February 2017 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/19/russia-broken-promises-investigations
https://www.hrw.org/russia-government-against-rights-groups-battle-chronicle
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/russia-court-offers-chink-of-light-in-case-brought-by-jailed-protester-ildar-dadin/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/russia-court-offers-chink-of-light-in-case-brought-by-jailed-protester-ildar-dadin/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/russia-domestic-violence-law-puts-women-at-greater-risk/
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94887.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21194&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21194&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21181&LangID=E
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/14/sudan-urgent-concern-rights-defender-hunger-strike-over-unlawful-detention
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/14/sudan-urgent-concern-rights-defender-hunger-strike-over-unlawful-detention
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr54/5565/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr54/5565/2017/en/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21153&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21153&LangID=E
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/13/syria-coordinated-chemical-attacks-aleppo
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/5415/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/5415/2017/en/
http://www.rferl.org/a/turkey-car-bomb-kills-child/28316305.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/action-free-turkey-media/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/eu-human-rights-cost-of-refugee-deal-with-turkey-too-high-to-be-replicated-elsewhere/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/eu-human-rights-cost-of-refugee-deal-with-turkey-too-high-to-be-replicated-elsewhere/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur44/5648/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur44/5648/2017/en/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/17/ukraine-dangers-unnecessary-delays-crossing-points
http://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-three-soldiers-killed-heavy-fighting-donbas/28315816.html
http://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-crimea-journalist-semena-trial-starts/28313311.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/5724/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/5724/2017/en/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21179&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21179&LangID=E


Human Rights Watch news, Ukraine: Activists ‘Disappeared’ in Separatist Territory, 9 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Ukraine: Further Information: Crimean Lawyer Released But Still 
At Risk: Emil Kurbedinov, 8 February 2017 
OHCHR press release, UN Committee to review Ukraine’s record on women’s rights, 7 February 2017 
 
Vietnam 
Amnesty International campaigns, Viet Nam: Hundreds Of Peaceful Marchers Attacked By Police, 20 
February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Viet Nam: Necessary Medical Treatment Denied To Prisoner: Đinh 
Nguyên Kha, 20 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Viet Nam: Further Information: Growing Health Fears For Prisoner 
Of Conscience - Trần Thị Thúy, 17 February 2017 
Amnesty International campaigns, Viet Nam: Three Human Rights Defenders Held Incommunicado, 
15 February 2017 
Radio Free Asia, Vietnamese Authorities Send ‘Thugs’ to Beat Activists, 14 February 2017 
 
Zimbabwe 
Amnesty International campaigns, Zimbabwe: Further Information: Zimbabwe Human Rights 
Defender Out On Bail: Evan Mawarire, 10 February 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Sources consulted: Amnesty International; European Asylum Support Office; Human Rights Watch; Institute for 
War and Peace Reporting; Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC); International Crisis Group; 
International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH); International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR); IRIN; 
Radio Free Asia news, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty; UN Agencies, Committees, Special Rapporteurs and 
news]  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/09/ukraine-activists-disappeared-separatist-territory
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/5649/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/5649/2017/en/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21152&LangID=E
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa41/5728/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa41/5733/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa41/5733/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa41/5727/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa41/5727/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa41/5559/2017/en/
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/vietnamese-authorities-send-02142017143556.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr46/5629/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr46/5629/2017/en/

